Computer/Internet Use Policy

Wichita Christian School believes that the Internet has much to offer with its wide variety of resources. Access to the Internet provides a wealth of information resources, research opportunities, communication services and international exposure in ways that would be otherwise unavailable.

Because there is such a wealth of information available on the Internet, material not considered to be of educational value is also available. Some material may contain items that are inaccurate, offensive, satanic or illegal. We have taken precautions to limit access to such materials through the use of Internet filters. It is, however, impossible to control all access to such information and a user may find such material either deliberately or by accident. We believe, however, the benefits to students from on-line access outweigh the possibility that a user may obtain material inappropriate for an educational setting.

We desire that this resource be used in a manner that ensures the continued smooth operation of our computer network and that it will fit into our overall goals and objectives for students at WCS. The Internet user is held responsible for his/her actions when on-line. All users, therefore, must abide by the guidelines that we are outlining here. If a user violates these guidelines, further access to the Internet and/or use of computers at WCS may be denied. Basic rules will be gone over with users of the network/Internet in instructional sessions. 

Guidelines:

1. Access is a privilege, not a right. This privilege requires consideration and responsibility on the part of the user. Inappropriate use will result in suspension or cancellation of computer privileges. The school administration and system administrator will determine what is inappropriate use. The administration, faculty or staff may request that the system administrator deny a specific user access.

2. Internet access will be permitted only for those who are authorized to use the system and only for an authorized purpose.

3. Students are expected to use good behavior, proper etiquette and act responsibly, politely and ethically as they use the Internet.

4. Students will be held accountable for any information they publish on the Internet that is publicly accessible or accessible to a large number of people.

5. Users are not permitted to use the school computer resources for commercial purposes, product advertising, political campaigning or lobbying.

6. Network users are not permitted to transmit, receive, submit, or publish any defamatory, inaccurate, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually oriented, threatening, offensive or illegal material.

7. Physical or electronic tampering with computer equipment is not permitted. This includes, but is not limited to, deliberate changing of settings, activating screen savers, installation of unauthorized software, vandalism, “hacking” or other disruption in the operation of the computer or network. Users shall be responsible for damages to equipment, systems and software from deliberate acts. Any and all costs incurred by WCS for repairs, and/or replacement of software, hardware, and data files shall be the responsibility of the user who created the problem.

8. Users must not violate copyright laws in the use, installation, distribution, duplication or modification of copyrighted material. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.

9. Internet users will in no way use the network for financial gain nor carry out financial transactions of any kind.

10. If a user discovers a security problem in the school’s computer network, they will notify the system administrator. They will not demonstrate the problem to others. Users shall not attempt to “hack” the computer system.

11. Users must not use another’s account or password nor reveal passwords to others. A user must not attempt to impersonate another person nor use the network to disrupt the work of others or use others folders, work, data or files.

12. Students shall not use a computer logged in under another student’s name. Users are not to use a computer logged in under a teacher’s name.

13. Users are not to post notes to newsgroups or bulletin boards (i.e. MySpace, Facebook) nor enter any chat rooms. Internet users shall not reveal addresses, phone numbers or other personal information to others on the Internet.

14. Information retrieved by a user is that person’s responsibility and at his own risk. Wichita Christian School assumes no liability for the accuracy of any information from the Internet. WCS is not responsible for the loss of data, delays, lack of delivery of information or service interruptions. Although every effort will be made to insure a reliable connection, there may be times when the Internet service is “down” or unavailable.

15. Students may not download files from the Internet nor upload to/through the school network unless granted permission from a faculty member. Any such files must be checked by a virus scan.

16. Users shall realize that communications over the network are not guaranteed to be private. System administrators may review files, messages, or data to insure that the system is being used responsibly. Messages supporting illegal activities may be reported to the authorities.

17. Users shall not load unauthorized games, programs, files or nor any other media on any school computer system. This includes the use of flash or thumb drives and external hard drives. The computers at WCS are educational tools and are not to be used for one’s personal use or recreation.

Any violations of the above guidelines may result in loss of computer access, as well as other disciplinary or legal action that is consistent with and in accordance with the applicable State and federal laws.
